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CHAPTER X.
THE   INDESTRUCTIBILITY  OF  POWER.
THE two generalisations briefly stated in the two preceding chapters under the titles of' The Persistence of Force' and ' The Conservation of Energy ' may be summed up under a still wider generalisation to which we shall apply the title of ' The Indestructibility of Power.' It may be formulated as follows.
The total amount of Power, aggregative or separative, in the "Universe, is a constant quantity, and no Power can ever disappear or be destroyed.1
This short chapter cannot be enlarged by the addition of any further remarks. Like our first chapter on Power generally it does not admit of amplification.
1 Eeaders of Mr. Herbert Spencer's System of Synthetic Philosophy will doubtless observe that it is this ultimate generalisation to which he refers under the style of Hie Persistence of Force, and not either of the minor generalisations subsumed under it. The author, however, makes this statement solely on his own responsibility, and has no warrant from Mr. Spencer for doing so. It is not improbable that Mr. Spencer would energetically dissent from acquiescence in the statement.
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